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 Oct., 1917.] MAN. [Nos. 105-107.

 Mr. T. E. Green, all good authorities on matters connected with the Maoris.'*

 Such an array of authority is decisive, and disposes of the doubts on this point

 expressed in the paper. At the same time it does not invalidate the evidence there
 adduced as to origin.

 Since the publication of the paper I have received from the Bernice Pauahi
 Bishop Museum a photograph of a headless anthropomorphic pendant in bone from

 Chatham Island. This is closely allied to the greenstone forms figured and has a

 very important bearing on the problem of the age of this type of pendant.

 Finally, fresh evidence indicates clearly that the ribs shown on some hei-tiki
 have no original connection with the forked tongue, but are independent and perhaps

 relatively more ancient. H. DEVENISH SKINNER.

 REVIEWS.

 Babylonia and Assyria: Folklore. Spence.
 Myths and Legends of Babylonia and Assyria. By Lewis Spence. 8vo., INA

 412 pp., 41 Illustrations. 8s. 6d. Ilarrup. 1916. U
 This work is of a type different from any that have yet touched on Babylonia.

 The author has written works on the mythologies of Mexico, North America, Egypt,
 the Rhine, and Brittany. It is obvious, therefore, that he writes as a compiler whose
 wide view gives a value to what must be dependent on the original research of

 others. As a whole the book is well organised, the authorities quoted are generally
 trustworthy, and, with a keen sense of what will be of general interest, there is but
 little playing to the public. An excellent feature is a descriptive index of thirty

 pages, serving as a general glossary. Such a work will certainly fill a gap in current
 literature, and introduice many ideas and comparisons where they have not been
 familiar. There are 26 good illustrations, a few tolerable fancy pictures, and a set
 of coloured travesties, which should be at once removed from the book to prevent
 misunderstandings. Without the latter pictures, we hope this will be widely read.

 W. M. F. P.

 India: Archasology. Hunt.
 Hyderabad Cairns. By E. H. Hunt, M.A. fl7

 We have received Part 2, 1916, of the Journal of the Hyderabad EUI
 Archeological Society. It contains much valuable and well illustrated matter, but
 that which will most interest anthropologists is an account of cairns which have

 been explored at Raigir, Dornakal, Balanagar, and Maula Ali. These are but a
 sample, taken as it were by chance out of groups varying in number from a few to
 many hundreds, which are, however, only found on "imuram" soil, "muram" being
 the inain disintegration product of granite. The sides of the tombs consist of

 granite slabs, from 6 feet to 10 feet long, and 5 feet to 6 feet high, the end stones
 fit in between the side stones, and that to the north is the tallest, projecting well
 above the side stones ; the top is covered with slabs to form the roof, and under
 all is the floor stone. The side stones are not vertical, but incline towards each
 other, leaning against the wedge-shaped head and foot stones; these also incline
 slightly toward each other, being kept apart by the roof stones. The greater the

 outside pressure the greater the stability; the design admits of no improvement.
 The cists are set in pits in the ground and are covered with a heap of stones and

 rubble surrounded by a circle of stones, rather of a boulder than a pillar shape ;
 the diameters of the circles hitherto noted vary from 11 feet to 42 feet, the number
 of stones varies from thirteen to forty, but twenty-four is a common numuber; in
 some circles the stones are small, while in others none would weigh less than a ton,

 * Dominion Museum Bulletin No. 4, p. 165.
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